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The Honsrable Villiam 1., iawson

Uhairman, Committee un Government O erations
U. %, House of Representatives

V: sshington 25, 15, U,

frear vy, Chajrman:

This is in reply to your letter of 10 February 1955, requesting our
conuments on HoR, 5755, a Bill To amend the Fe.leral roperty an:
Aaministrative fervices et of 1949, ae amenied, and for other purpmcs.’ )

Insofar as the —.entral Intelligence . gency is concernei, it is cur
opinion that the irector already possesses the authority to destroy any
intelligence records in tin.es of such emergencies as are contemplated
in H. 5, 3795 by virtue of the authority grantes unier Section 102{d)(3} of
the National ‘ecurity Act of 1947 (", L. 253 ~ 80th Congress), which
states "fhat the ivirector of Central Intelligence shall be reaponsible for
protecting intelligence sources and methois from unauthorized disclosure.
This authority would certainly appear to cover a sjtuation where there is
a possibility that clasaified intelligence records might fall into hostile
hands,

Furthermore, Section $02(3){(17) of the Feleral Property an!
A lministrative Services Act of 1949 proviies that nothing in that Act |
shall impair or affect any authority of the Central Intelligence Agency. |
Therefore, as far as this - gency is concerned H, R, 3755 would be in
adition to the legal authority which we presently soseess,

Un .er present world coniitions, however, it would anpear to be
highly -iesirable that Government officials be clothed with the authority
conten:plated by H, K, 3755, so that documents in the general field of the
national security could be destroyei when there is irnminence of hostile
action at the place where such records are locate:,

“incerely,

UGC:WLP/ble (14 June 1955) :
Orig. & 2 - Add,
Z - S o 4

tgnex e . Allen V. Lulles \o? (}\
2 - Legislative Counsel .~/ L cac. irect KUY o
1 -DD/s irector am o
1 = Chief, Management CULL. ® !
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